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July-August, 2011

Children’s Camp for 3,500!
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During August a national children’s camp was held at Nyangombe.  Many children did not get here because of complications with transport and some slept at the side of the road for three days waiting in vain for transport trucks to arrive.  Because of the mix ups, visits to various areas within a radius of 100 kilometres are being arranged in the very near future.  It may sound easy to host 3,500 but it translated into a solid month’s work to prepare 65 bush toilets, 70 grass shelters some sleeping as many as 75 children and 40 tons of firewood brought in for cooking!  Safe washing places at the river were prepared for boys and girls and clean water piped to near the camp site.  Lights were placed strategically around the camp site for added safety.

Trucks began arriving on the 10th August many having travelled all night from as far away as 400 miles.  The children arrived cold and hungry so their first meal was prepared by the Nyangombe ladies who as always seem to rise to the occasion.  By Wednesday evening 3,300 children had arrived and as we drove towards Nyangombe along the main road some 50 miles away we saw large groups of children with their bags standing at the side of the road still hoping for a lift! 
Some children walked in 30 miles with bags on their heads and thrilled to see friends from distant villages.  We soon had 3,500 children which was obviously too big a number to teach and work with at the same time.  Only the evening singing time after supper saw the whole group gathering together. 

Ruth Wallis, a missionary friend from Sachibondu organised a ‘mobile clinic’ to treat anyone who was sick and the usual minor injuries children sustain when playing.

Ladies from churches of all denominations in the area cooked endlessly throughout the camp for their own children.  Fires glowed in the darkness as beans were cooked slowly through the night.  The ladies slept by their fires as their children slept inside the grass sided shelters at this one of the coldest times of the year.  Dawn saw thousands of children with sheets wrapped around them huddling around fires until the sun rose throwing warmth and comfort back into the new day.  We utilised every possible venue at Nyangombe to break the children into manageable groups by age so that their teaching sessions could have maximum impact.  Children were shuttled around by an army of over 200 ‘helpers’ some wielding long canes to ‘guide’ their charges to the various venues for activities and teaching. Most of the teachers came from Nyangombe with one from Mwinilunga and another experienced children’s worker from Elim, N.Ireland, Steve Mitchell.
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Christian Young people’s groups joined with us and were a tremendous help assisting with games and helping any young people who got separated from friends from their area.

 

Games initially looked like a dusty nightmare!!!   Soon the teams of leaders had instilled some order in the chaos and teams raced around with balls or ropes, the highlight being an endless chain of children grasping the waist of the one in front and snaking around the football park.  The speed of the drumming increased and as groups lost their grasp, they were ushered off the field untill only one group was left and pronounced the winners.  They didn't want to stop that game and played it all the way back to the campsite with a chain of young people stretching out for almost a kilometre.  A truly extra-ordinary sight,,,,, and my camera's battery was flat!!. 

 

Teaching was of the highest standard with excellent, anointed children's communicators giving good clear teaching. It soon came to our notice that we had four major language groups present amongst the children so every teacher was soon translated into four North Western Province languages almost simultaneously.  Hundreds were counselled by teams and again hundreds made commitments to the Lord.  When we speak today to leaders in the Lord's work we often find that they first made a commitment to the Lord in a children's camp.  There is strong evidence to believe that the Lord does an amazing work in children's lives at camp.

We soon said goodbye to all the children and thanked everyone who came, participated and made this camp a real success. The children cheered and cheered and tried to fight sleep as long as possible! In the harsh reality of bush life, what some might consider to be basic comforts often do not exist here.  We count it a privilege to have ministered to these precious children, to make them feel special and to impart to them the Good News of Jesus and His precious promise,  I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.   
There were tears as they climbed back on the trucks but our prayer is that the messages they have heard will impact their young lives in a significant way in the coming days and years. 

                           Gordon & Sybil 
Any gifts should be designated “McKillops” and sent to Elim International Centre, De Walden Road, West Malvern, WR14 4DF

or to the Irish Missions Director, 1-3 Old Cross Street, Newtonards, BT23 7NW
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